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UM PRESIDENT'S LECTURER WILL FOCUS ON POETRY ESSENTIALS 
MISSOULA —
Harvard English professor and poetry critic Helen Vendler 
will discuss "The Essentials of Poetry" Thursday, Nov. 21, as 
part of the President's Lecture Series at the University of 
Montana. The lecture, which begins at 8 p.m., will be held in the 
Urey Lecture Hall.
Vendler, poetry critic for The New Yorker magazine, author 
of seven books and several hundred articles, and editor of six 
books about poetry, earned her Ph.D. in English and American 
literature from Harvard in 1960. She has taught at Harvard since 
1985. Every other summer, Vendler lectures at the Yeats 
International Summer School in Ireland. Her first book was on 
Yeats; two other books have focused on Wallace Stevens.
Vendler is a regular contributor to The New York Review of 
Books and The Nation, and worked with PBS as a consultant for a 
13-week television series on American poets, "Voices and 
Visions." she is currently at work on a commentary on 
Shakespeare's "Sonnets" and a collection of her Yeats lectures.
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